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Why do an MA?  

Because there are better 
ways of advancing your 

career than this! 

Because learning and 
developing as a teacher 

just feels good! 



Drawbacks of doing an MA? 

• (More) grey hair! 

• Stressful? 

• Strain on social/family life? 

• Who’s got the time? 

• Financial strain? 

 



I had to give up my Evian 
baths to pay my tuition 

 



 
 

Distance learning can help you 
maximize the benefits and minimize the 

drawbacks of doing an MA 



 
 

What am I going to 
study?  Generally the same 

content as on-campus 
students 

Assignments often linked 
directly to your teaching 

:-) 



Course content 

Language Teaching 
Methodology 

 

Pedagogic Grammar 
 

Classroom Research and 
Research Methods 

Syllabus and Materials 
 

Second Language 
Acquisition 

Classroom and Spoken 
Discourse 

 
 

ELT Management 
 
 

Written discourse 
 
 

Lexis 
 



The application process 

What are the application 
requirements? 

- A quality undergraduate 
degree 
- 2 yrs teaching experience 
- Advanced English proficiency 
- Personal and professional 
References 



The application process 

When do I apply? 

Generally, applications can 
be submitted on a rolling 
basis. Multiple start dates 

:-) 



Time commitment  

 

 
 

 

How long will a DL 
Master’s take me to 
complete? 

It depends: anywhere 
from 2 to 6 years, you 
decide. 

:-) 



How long will it take me? 

 

 



Time commitment  

 

 
 

 

How many hours do I 
have to study a week? 

It depends, but on average 
people study between 12 
and 15 hours a week. 



Time commitment  

 

 
 

 

The study schedule is totally 
flexible: no lectures or exams to 
attend at set times 



Materials and support 

What are the materials 
like? 

-Professors’ Lecture notes 
-Reading list: books and 
journals 
-E-brary 
-Online forums and 
discussion 
-Personalized support 
from tutor 
-Live or recorded on-line 
lectures 

:-) 



Cost  

 

 
 

 

How much is it going to 
cost me? 

It depends: anywhere 

from £6,000 to £ 12,000. 

Ouch! I know, but it’s spread over 
time, you don’t pay for 
university housing and you 
can keep working! 

:-) 



The downsides of DL 
 

Ok, so what are the downsides?  

 
-Less networking than 
on campus 
-Still possible but 
harder to exchange 
ideas with fellow 
students and professors 
-Less structure 



The downsides of DL 

Will my DL degree be 
recognized by 
employers? 

It differs from country to 
country. But generally, yes.  
- Check out “Employers on 
Online Education” from 

CNN 
http://edition.cnn.com/2
010/LIVING/worklife/03/
29/cb.employers.online.e
ducation/index.html 

:-) 

http://edition.cnn.com/2010/LIVING/worklife/03/29/cb.employers.online.education/index.html
http://edition.cnn.com/2010/LIVING/worklife/03/29/cb.employers.online.education/index.html
http://edition.cnn.com/2010/LIVING/worklife/03/29/cb.employers.online.education/index.html
http://edition.cnn.com/2010/LIVING/worklife/03/29/cb.employers.online.education/index.html
http://edition.cnn.com/2010/LIVING/worklife/03/29/cb.employers.online.education/index.html


Quality DL degrees in ELT 
-Mix of Theory and Practice? 
 
-What’s the reputation of the 
degree on the net?  
 
-What kind of material will 
be provided? What will I 
have to find myself?  
 
-What will the amount of 
studying be?  
 
-How long has the degree 
been offered?  

 

-Who are the faculty? What 
are their special interests? 
 
-How much actual experience 
do they have with EFL 
situations overseas? 
 
-How many students does 
the course accept?  
 
-What is the English language 
proficiency requirement? 

http://www.reading.ac.uk/Study/international/Archive/study-int-TESOLMasters.aspx 



Quality DL degrees in ELT 
Sheffield Hallam University 

University of Birmingham 

 

Institute of Education, 

University of London 

 

Aston University 

University of Reading 

University of South Hampton 

 
 

Lancaster University 

 
 

University of York 

 
 

University of Manchester 

 

http://iheartelt.wordpress.com 



 
 

So, is it all worth it? 

Yes! It definitely was 
for me:  
-New job 
-Better pay 
-Apply theory to my 
daily practice every 
single day 
 



Thank you ! 
 
 

Please reach out ! 
Email: ericshalvorsen@hotmail.com 

Blog: iheartelt.wordpress.com 
Twitter: @eshalvorsen 

 


